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1. Objectives of RC54 

Research Committee 54 on The Body in the Social Sciences (hereafter RC54) has 

been established at the First World Forum of Sociology (Barcelona, 5-8 September, 

2008) in accordance with article 4 of the Statutes of the International Sociological 

Association (hereafter ISA). Its general objectives are to promote high quality 

research on the body and the embodiment in sociological theorization, providing a 

vital forum for those conducting research on the body. 

The RC54 studies are extended to all societies, all cultures in the present and the past, 

all religions, without exclusion of races, ethnicities, human practices and beliefs. In 

its structure, it recognizes the aspirations of sociologists in all parts of the world and 

endeavours to support and strengthen the free development of sociology in coo-

peration with similar associations of social scientists studying the same subject. 

 

2. Office bearers 

 

The Board of RC54 elected for the term 2006 to 2010 is: 

Board 2006-2010    

President 

Bianca Maria Pirani, ―Sapienza‖, University of Rome, Italy  

 

Vice-President 
Thomas S. Smith, University of Rochester, US 

Secretary 
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Nicola Porro, University of Cassino, Italy 

Treasurer 

Chris Speed, Edinbourgh College of Art, UK 

Board Members 

Roberto Cipriani, University of RomaTre, Rome, Italy 

Carlo Donolo, ―Sapienza‖, University of Rome 

Devorah Kalekin-Fishman, University of Haifa, Israel 

Roberto Motta, University of Recife, Brazil 

Ivan Varga, University of Queens, Toronto, Canada 

 

3. Editorial   

This first newsletter of RC54 for 2010 is the last issue under the current board of RC 

54. It contains a call for nominations for office bearers for the new term from 2010 to 

2014 as well as the programme for the XVII WorldCongress of Sociology in Gothen-

burg, Sweden, 11 to 17 July 2010. 

We trust that the direct contact at the Congress would provide an opportunity to share 

ideas and reflect on developments and trends in the field. The final session for the 

Research Committee at the Congress will either provide an opportunity to conduct 

the business of the research committee, orbe a reception where RC54 members can 

engage with each other and continue dialogue from the sessions that were held. 

Whether this last session is a business meeting, reception or a combination of both, 

please attend it if you are in Gothenburg. 

Although we do not have any contributions written in French or Spanish for this issue 

I do hope that we will be able to increase the number of such contributions in the 

newsletter in future. Please send contributions for inclusion in the newsletter to the 

editor. Once the elections for the new board have been held you will be informed 

about whom to contact in this regard. The following time table applies provisionally: 

Iissue Date Submissions End of August/Beginning of September May to mid-August 

End of November/Beginning of December September to mid November 

 

4. President’s Remarks 

I hope all of you are planning to attend the upcoming ISA World Congress of 

Sociology in Gothenburg, Sweden, July 11-17, 2010. In this newsletter, you will see 

that RC 54 has 13 interesting paper sessions on the program. Please plan to come to 

as many of these sessions as you can. The discussions are always stimulating. 

Also, very important, is our Business Meeting, which will be held on Friday, July 16, 

17:45-19:45. At this meeting we will elect 4 Regional Representatives to the next 

Board of RC54. We need your participation to secure the future of RC54 Finally, you 

will see in this newsletter a call for nominations for our next President and next 

Secretary/Treasurer. Please send us your nominations as soon as possible.  

 

5. Contributions 

We submit you the first RC54 book published on December 2009 by the American 

publisher University Press of America. 
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Acting Bodies and Social Networks:  A Bridge between Technology and Working 

Memory( two volumes)  (Paperback). Edited and introduced by Bianca Maria Pirani 

& Ivan Varga, University Press of America, Lanham, Maryland, December 2009. 

"This broad and insightful collection of scholarship will establish the basic directions 

of theory and research on the body.  essential reading for those concerned with the 

body, self, identity and culture."—Lauren Langman, Professor of Sociology, Loyola 

University of Chicago  

Acting Bodies and Social Networks analyzes the complex interactions of body, mind 

and microelectronic technologies. Internationally renowned scholars look into the 

nature of the mind - a combination of thought, perception, emotion, will and 

imagination - as well as the ever-increasing impact and complexity of microelectronic 

technologies. The proliferation of these technologies facilitates a profound change in 

the boundaries between bodies and technologies. These technologies expand the 

temporal and spatial existence of humans; today, people can instantly communicate 

all over the world and overcome time and space restraints by using the latest 

available microelectronic technologies. The first volume, The Body as Social Icon, 

examines how memory is affected by the new technology and the related theoretical 

issues while the second, Mapping Bodies in a Networked Space, deals with the 

influence of the new technologies on everyday life practices. At the "information 

portal," the brain's capacity is loosing its ability to retain information. In 2004, a 

number of well known neuroscientists, including Nobel laureate Eric Kandel, wrote a 

review about the ethical dilemma computer technologies raise, stating that 

"humanity's ability to alter its own brain function might well shape history as 

powerfully as the development of metallurgy in the Iron Age." 

By introducing the concept of acting body, this book contributes to discussion 

concerning the future development of Homo sapiens. We consider the acting 

body as a bridge between technology and working memory, which entails a 

radical change in our approach to the social sciences. 
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5. Announcements 

Call for nominations. 

The Board of RC54 is seeking nominations for the office of President of RC54 and 

for the office of Secretary and Treasurer of RC54. The President, the Secretary and 

the Treasurer will each serve 4 year terms beginning immediately after the 2010 

World Congress in Gothenburg and ending after the next World Congress in 2014. 

Nominees must be members in good standing of both ISA and RC54. If you wish to 

nominate someone, please check with the person, first to be sure that he or she is 

willing to stand for election and serve if Elected. 
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6. The XVII ISA World Congress of Sociology, 11 to 17 July 2010 RC54 has 14 

scheduled sessions. This programme is listed below: 

 

JULY 12 (Monday) 15:30-17:30 

JULY 16 (Friday) 17:45-19:45 

Session 14: This time slot will be either a reception for RC54 members 

or a business meeting. 


